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Summary

Set-up of the survey

This study of the extent and nature of dornestic viol~ncecoyers aWide range of topics.

A totalof516menand489 wollen aged between 18 and70 have been questionedabout

selectedat random.'
The inter\iiewswere heldfroll mid- Maytomid-July}997 :An important goal of this sutyey

was to generategcneralinforlnation ondómesticvio!ente,Many other surveysin thefield

surveysthat
dpme$ticvi9Ience"Jelatedproblells orfocus

on

The suNeyofwhichtheteport now:iesbeforeyouwas aimed at obtaining information on

domestic violence amongmen. womfn,eldetly angyoung people. Itwas aiso conducted

to gain insight into~l possible aspectso!dotnestiCviolence. Another wish wastosuNey

yiolenceoccurrin g dur\n,g childhoodas wellas in the y'earsthereafter. Because o[thec "

broadset.u p,ofthissuNe y~the xesults are wide.rangirig too.c

Although1he respondentswerese'ectedatrMdqmj theinquiry is still seen best as a 'white

survey', SincethequestionnairewasWtittepinDutch, only respondents who spoke Dutch
were interviewed.

groups.

Definitions and design of the questionnaire

Dornestic violence is understood to mean a violation ofthe personal integrity()f thevictim
.""L .;

ld filbby aperson fromthevlctlmsiam1lycucle. ThlS mc.u es(ex- )partners, am y mem ers

al1d surveyJtwasdecjded tocentreon the

the
c(Jmp lexof domesticviolel1Ce,FjrstlyitWas(lSkedinTel(ltiol1to32 differentforms of,
domesticviolel1ce whetherthe I;~spondentshadeverbeen victims themselves Although

gathered fromthese interviews refers to
victimizationbelow theageofI8asWeU,The!ncidel1ts include mental. physicaland-

the offel1deT was. Next,
~ .., ., c c .

fthe emphasls on separateincldentsWas.~placedbygeneralquestlons on!hecomplex o

t()
,

ease the burden on a maximumofthree

questions were
asked oftheoffences.

violenceand randomlyselecfedrespoiideiits"The$etrial interviews showedthat the
" c

c
As mostdata.' -

couldbeinter-

viewsonly resulted

)lFof81J eXpJ8c
IJatiolJ()(thesedefif)itions

.
see~ctioIJ1,Z



Summary

The field work

In the first stage of the survey a letterwas sent to a ral1dQnisampleof4600 Dutchpersons

ilitroducing thesubject of the survey with axequest to participatein the project; Areply

coupon was attached to this letter which people could fill in and return if1heydid uot

want to parttcipate,Thiscoupon was retumed by a little less than a quartet {24%) °'the

addressees. TheJemaining xespondentswere contacted by telephonebyan tntetVieweUo
make an appointment for an ihterview. In principle the intetViews wefeonwheldby

women butdurilig the first contactby teJephouethe opportunity wasofferedJo askfora"
male interviewer. Onlyfour respondents preferred1hisoption.Theresponseofthe
addressees who had not retumed the reply coupon was high:58 per cent. Most pe!sons

whohad been contactedbut:whowere unable orunwilling to particip!lte,mentioned that
c i.

they were not interested{51"lo)o! didnothavetime foraninterview(25"l1)!;Theremainder

(24"lo) gaveall kinds o\praCtical!easons such!lsaholiday,movinghouse,o!even child-

birth. Only five .refusers' gave a contents- related re!lson for objectingtothe interviewor-
being unable to participate.As reg!lrd$!lge,gender andp\ace(regiOQ!ofresidence, the

qu~sti~ned sa.mple i.s popul!ltion. In,!lct,by~s!ng
welghtlng vanables lt was ensured that!lsf~!ls!lge andgender were concernedj the

sample exactly matched the Dutch populatiotl;

The interviews ,
Personallnterviewin g (CAPI)oh p;ortablecQm p uters. The use ofeom' p,utersmakesit-
p ossible toeorreetl y im p.tementeom p lex referralsand caleulationsduring the interview;

something that is far moredifficult during a written survey,Moreover , the respondents

were given the opportunityto answer the mostintimatequestions direetly by enteringthe

informationinto theco mputer themselves,This privacy was highlyappreciated.

In general. the interviews went smoothly. Tliemajor part ofthe respohdents stated that

theyhadfelt entirely comfortable during theinterview.

The results

In this report adistinction ismade between'incidents'and 'domesticviolence'JncidentS

are involvedlfthevioIence:

-did not result in bodily harrn,and
-didnot have noticeableeffects {e.g.eating disorders,arudety, problerns with

intimacyfsexuality), and
-

-Jastedless than oneyear,and
..

-happened only once!oron a few occaslonsatthe~ost.

All other cases involveQon-incidentál dornesticviolence which is referredto as 'dornestic

violence' in thisTeport. This violencehascausede!ther physical har rn, or noticeable

effects, or has lasted for rnorethanqpeyearo! has occurred at least every rnonth. rf weUse

these criteria and translate theoutcorneinto theDutch population as a whole, the results~

are asfollows.
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Victirnization and dornestic violence

45%ofthe Dutch populationhave atanytifuebeenvictimsthemselves of

nonincidenta1domestic violence.

-1l0/Q of the Dutch peoplearetheYictimsordomesticviQlence that causesphysica1

harm.

-30%oftheDutch peo pleare thevictimso(domestic viojence with noticeableáfter-

effectssuchasdivorce,arndew,depression. eating disorders or problems with

relationships andforintirnacy;
-21% ofthe Dutchpeopleare theYictimsofdom~sticviolence that lastslo?gerthan five

ye jarsc" .
, ;-,., ., ...

-27% ofthe mwhlchthe mcldents

Q(:cur eve ry weekor eve ry da y",c

-Mental,physicaj
.c

complex of domesticV1olence:

Two-thjrds oftheDutch peopleknowsomeone{orthinkthe y knowsorneone) who

is/was the victini ofdomestic viQjence,

Who becomes a victim?

-Most victims

25) .Thispart\cularly irtv()lves physical andmentalformso[dpn;lesticviolence,The
..

Neverthe/ess,45% 18yearsatthe

timethe irtcidents t1rst occurred.

-Boy~
women.Men

f h . lti ~fd ~ .. I h .h ' ti 1 ' E . ll' " nO p yslca orms o .omestIc vlo'encet

become Men and womenbec()me

more or less equallythevictims o[mental forms QfdQmesticVi()lence"
..; ,. ., ,

-Women n;l()reoften fall vlctlmtoyery , se .vereV\Qlence{hlghfrequency, long-lastlng,,
bodily harn;land otherconse"quences)than mendo:

Off den ers

-80%

-between

offenderandvietimgetsmore bya family
., fnendusuallyconcerns a formof mcldental Vlolenc~,IrlheY1colenC0}SCOmm!tted by

the victim' s (former) partner, it

Talking about violence and resistance

80% ofthe victims

either duringtheperiod inwhichthe vio\ence occuqedofafterwards.Thismeans that
; .

therest ofthe victims (20%) have nevet$pokentoanyoneabouttheviolence.



Summary

-Ithas not appearegthatasthe violencegets severer,jhe victims taJ:kaboutitmore
,

often,
, ,. , ,

-Themam reasons fornottaJ:king abQgtvlolenceareJeehngsof shame andgl,lilt,

; ~ , c
Moreovet,alarge groupofvict!msWere tooyoungt()taIk abouttheviolence12t%),

-13% ofthevictims ofdomesticvi(»)~hcetaJ:k to a d()ct()r oran institutionaboutthevio-

lence,The moreseriousthe violence'cthemoreb issought fromlwctim) support

agencies. Yet only23% ofthevictims of(ve~)$everedomesticvi()len~ehav taJ:ked to a

doctor or instjtutionaboutwhathappened,This means that nearly75%of the severest., c
domesticviolence cases rema!nsbeyondthescopeofsocial work~rs,

Two-thirds ofthose Wh()had contact\VÏthadoctor orinstitiitionsaythatthejt p 'roblems
,

we!e understood and50%jeelthatthesupport had been usefulto them, It appears that
inmost cases familydoctot,

Resistance againstdomesticvioJence isoften s~ccessful. More than 50%of thevictims

whohadtried tod()sometbing (ta\k totheoffender , reporthim to an institution,figl1t

back and soon) saw that the incidentsstopped.Resi$tance faJ1~dto produce any result

for 20%ofthevictims who stood up tothe offender.

Report to the police
.,. ..,~

-Comparatlvely few repQrts of domest,c VlQlence are ma' .detothe poiIce. A tQtalofn% Qf

Qf these repQrtsactually
result ln drawihgupand signing ap91ice repQtt,

-In respect Qfvery$~vet~ViQleQceit is strikingthatalthQughthese cases are mQre Qften
,. ; , ,

reportedtQthepo1Iceth&n, for lnstance, mcldental Vlolence cases,1t dQesnot re~ult m

mpr~police reports being drawn up andsjgned::ncidentalviolence is rep9tted by 6%

&nda pplicerepon isdrawnupandsigned Qy$%;VeWsevereViblence ls repQrted by,

c fd ..
Ionsequences o omesttc VtO ence

-26% of the victirns of dornesticviolenceclairnto have lostself,pQnfid~nceasa result of

violence. One in five victirns suffers ftQm

has prQblems wit4 intirnacy and/or .sexuality UO%)!,
-11% of the victjms of dornestic violence »veseparated from the offender.

VictiIhs ofdomestic violence feel unsafefatrnbre Qften t4annon-victirns,They alsQ
.

sufferhealthprQ~I~mS~Qreoft:n, h~veaJowerself-~steem and.keep lesss.ocl~l con~
tactsthannon-vlct\rns:Theseeffects are notonlynotlceableducing thepenod rn WhlCh

theviolence took place butalsQafterwards!.


