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 Results are based on 915 telephone interviews conducted by Ipsos Mori with people aged 18+ in England & 

Wales  
 Fieldwork dates 27th February – 1st March 2009 
 Where results do not sum to 100, this may be due to multiple responses, computer rounding, the exclusion of 

don’t knows/not stated or weighting 
 Results are based on all respondents in England & Wales (915) unless otherwise stated 
 Results are presented for total respondents and by gender 
 An asterisk (*) represents a value of less than one half of one per cent, but not zero 
 Please note that data have been weighted to the known profile of the population 
 An s indicates statistical significance in the difference between male and female results in that row. Please 

note that statistical reliability tests work on the basis of a pure random sample.  This survey uses quotas to 
obtain a sample that is closely representative to the population so our survey does not use a completely 
random sample.  Statistical differences should be used only as a guide.  

 Please note that this research is not part of the Home Office National Statistics programme but is exploratory 
work.  Results should be seen as indicative and directional rather than absolute. It is not recommended that 
exact percentages are used outside the context of this document 

 
 
 
A.  How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend in response to 
her nagging or constantly moaning at him? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 

% % %  
Acceptable 2 2 2  

Acceptable in some circumstances but not in others 14 12 17 s 
Never acceptable 82 85 80  

Depends 1 1 *  
Don’t know 1 * 1  

Refused 0 0 0  
 
B.  How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend in response to 
her flirting with other men? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 

% % %  
Acceptable 3 4 2  

Acceptable in some circumstances but not in others 10 12 8 s 
Never acceptable 86 82 89 s 

Depends 1 1 *  
Don’t know * * 1  

Refused 0 0 0  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C.  How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend in response to 
her being dressed in sexy or revealing clothes in public? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Acceptable 6 7 4 

Acceptable in some circumstances but not in others 14 15 13 
Never acceptable 79 76 81 

Depends 1 1 * 
Don’t know 1 1 1 

Refused 0 0 0 
 
D.  How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend in response to 
her having an affair/cheating on him? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Acceptable 1 1 1 

Acceptable in some circumstances but not in others 7 9 6 
Never acceptable 90 89 92 

Depends 1 * 1 
Don’t know 1 1 1 

Refused 0 0 0 
 
E.  How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend in response to 
her not treating him with respect? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Acceptable 2 2 1 

Acceptable in some circumstances but not in others 9 11 8 
Never acceptable 88 86 90 

Depends 1 1 * 
Don’t know 1 * 1 

Refused 0 0 0 
 
 
SUMMARY TABLE: How acceptable or not do you think it is for a man to hit or slap his wife or girlfriend 
in response to … ?   
  
 

 

Acceptable Acceptable 
in some 

circumstances 
but not in 

others 

Never 
acceptable 

 England & Wales    
  % % % 
A. Her nagging or constantly moaning at him 2 14 82 
B. Her flirting with other men 3 10 86 
C. Her being dressed in sexy or revealing clothes in public 6 14 79 
D. Her having an affair/cheating on him 1 7 90 
E. Her not treating him with respect 2 9 88 

 
 
 
 



A.  How likely or unlikely is it that you would take action if you knew or suspected that a FEMALE FRIEND 
was a victim of violent abuse from their partner?   
 
Would you say it is very likely, fairly likely, fairly unlikely or very unlikely that you would take some form 
of action?  SINGLE CODE ONLY 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 

 % % %  
Very likely 53 49 57 s 

Fairly likely 34 36 32  
Fairly unlikely 6 7 5  
Very unlikely 5 6 4  

Don’t know 2 2 2  
Refused 0 0 0  

Likely 87 84 89 s 
Unlikely 11 13 9  

Net likely +76 +71 +80 s 
 
 
B.  How likely or unlikely is it that you would take action if you knew or suspected that a FEMALE FAMILY 
MEMBER was a victim of violent abuse from their partner?   
 
Would you say it is very likely, fairly likely, fairly unlikely or very unlikely that you would take some form 
of action?  SINGLE CODE ONLY 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 

 % % %  
Very likely 71 70 72  

Fairly likely 22 22 22  
Fairly unlikely 3 2 3  
Very unlikely 4 5 2 s 

Don’t know 1 1 1  
Refused 0 0 0  

Likely 93 92 94  
Unlikely 6 8 5  

Net likely +86 +84 +88  
 
 
C.  How likely or unlikely is it that you would take action if you knew or suspected that a FEMALE 
NEIGHBOUR was a victim of violent abuse from their partner?   
 
Would you say it is very likely, fairly likely, fairly unlikely or very unlikely that you would take some form 
of action?  SINGLE CODE ONLY 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

 % % % 
Very likely 39 39 40 

Fairly likely 42 43 41 
Fairly unlikely 11 10 12 
Very unlikely 7 8 5 

Don’t know 1 1 2 
Refused 0 0 0 

Likely 81 81 81 
Unlikely 17 18 17 

Net likely +64 +63 +64 
 
 
 
 



SUMMARY TABLE: How likely or unlikely is it that you would take action if you knew or suspected that a 
< … > was a victim of violent abuse from their partner?  Net likely presented as percentage points 
 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 % 
A  Female friend +76 
B  Female family member +86 
C  Female neighbour +64 

 
 
A.  You said you would take action if it was a FEMALE FRIEND.  What action would you be likely to take?  
PROBE: Anything else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
Base: All who would take action if it was a female friend (E&W:797) 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female  

% % %  
I would contact the police 61 61 61  
I would speak to the victim and offer to help / offer 
support / offer advice 43 32 52 s 

I would speak to the abuser and ask him to stop 21 28 16 s 
I would seek professional advice/call a help line (e.g. 
Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis) 16 9 21 s 

I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the victim about it 5 4 5  

I would speak to my own family, friends or 
neighbours for advice 3 1 4  

I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the abuser about it 2 2 1  

I would use physical violence towards the abuser 3 5 * s 
It depends on the situation 1 1 2  
I would take her away from the situation 1 1 2  
I would call social services 1 1 2  
I would intervene 1 1 1  
Other 1 1 1  
Refused  4 6 3 s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



B.  You said you would take action if it was a FEMALE FAMILY MEMBER.  What action would you be 
likely to take?  PROBE: Anything else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
Base: All who would take action if it was a female family member (E&W:850) 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female  

% % %  
I would contact the police 54 52 55  
I would speak to the victim and offer to help / offer 
support / offer advice 44 35 52 s 

I would speak to the abuser and ask him to stop 25 31 20 s 
I would seek professional advice/call a help line (e.g. 
Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis) 14 10 18 s 

I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the victim about it 7 6 8  

I would speak to my own family, friends or 
neighbours for advice 5 4 6  

I would use physical violence towards the abuser 4 7 2 s 
I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the abuser about it 3 4 2  

It depends on the situation 1 1 1  
I would call social services 1 1 1  
I would intervene * * *  
Other 2 4 1 s 
Refused  4 5 4  
 
 
C.  You said you would take action if it was a FEMALE NEIGHBOUR.  What action would you be likely to 
take?  PROBE: Anything else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
Base: All who would take action if it was a female neighbour (E&W:745) 
 
 England & Wales 

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female  

 % % %  
I would contact the police 61 63 59  
I would speak to the victim and offer to help / offer 
support / offer advice 38 31 45 s 

I would speak to the abuser and ask him to stop 17 23 11 s 
I would seek professional advice/call a help line (e.g. 
Women’s Aid, Rape Crisis) 13 11 16  

I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the victim about it 5 4 6  

I would speak to family members, friends or 
neighbours of the abuser about it 3 4 1 s 

I would speak to my own family, friends or 
neighbours for advice 3 1 4  

I would use physical violence towards the abuser 3 5 * s 
I would call social services 2 2 2  
I would take her away from the situation 1 * 1  
It depends on the situation 1 1 2  
I would intervene 0 0 0  
Other 3 2 4  
Refused  5 6 5  
 
 
 
 
 



A.  You said you would not take action if it was a FEMALE FRIEND.  Why is that?  PROBE:  Anything 
else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
Base: All who would not take action if it was a female friend (E&W:118) 
 
 England & Wales 

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female 
 % % number % number
It’s not my business 43 45 31 42 21 
I wouldn’t want to get involved 20 18 12 22 11 
It’s not always what it seems 6 4 3 9 4 
It might cause more problems for the victim 5 2 2 8 4 
It’s for them to sort out 4 0 0 8 4 
It depends on the circumstances 3 4 3 1 1 
I wouldn’t know what to do 3 5 3 0 0 
I would need to know more about it 2 5 3 1 1 
I might get hurt 2 0 0 6 3 
I wouldn’t want to make the situation worse 2 1 1 3 2 
I don’t think it’s wrong 0 0 0 0 0 
Other 20 19 13 22 11 
Don’t know 7 6 4 8 4 
Refused 2 2 1 2 1 
 
 
 
B.  You said you would not take action if it was a FEMALE FAMILY MEMBER.  Why is that?  PROBE: 
Anything else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
SMALL BASE: All who would not take action if it was a female family member (E&W:65) - responses shown in 
percentage and number 
 
 England & Wales 

Total Male Female 
 % number number number 
It’s not my business 34 23 11 12 
I wouldn’t want to get involved 20 14 6 7 
It’s for them to sort out 8 5 1 4 
It might cause more problems for the victim 5 3 1 2 
I wouldn’t know what to do 2 2 0 2 
It’s not always what it seems 3 2 1 1 
It depends on the circumstances 3 2 1 1 
I would need to know more about it 1 1 0 1 
I wouldn’t want to make the situation worse 1 1 1 0 
I don’t think it’s wrong 0 0 0 0 
I might get hurt 0 0 0 0 
Other 19 13 10 3 
Don’t know 15 10 6 4 
Refused  4 2 1 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



C.  You said you would not take action if it was a FEMALE NEIGHBOUR.  Why is that?  PROBE: Anything 
else?  
SPONTANEOUS, MULTICODE OK 
 
Base: All who would take not action if it was a female neighbour (E&W:179) 
 
 
 England & Wales 

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female 
 % % number % number
It’s not my business 41 43 36 39 35 
I wouldn’t want to get involved 24 20 17 27 24 
I don’t know my neighbours well 7 8 7 7 6 
It’s for them to sort out 5 3 2 7 6 
It depends on the circumstances 4 6 5 3 3 
I wouldn’t know what to do 3 1 1 4 4 
It’s not always what it seems 3 1 1 4 3 
I might get hurt 2 0 0 4 4 
It might cause more problems for the victim 2 1 1 3 2 
I would need to know more about it 2 2 2 2 2 
I don’t think it’s wrong 0 0 0 0 0 
Other  11 11 9 10 9 
Don’t know 8 13 11 4 4 
Refused  1 2 1 1 1 
 
 
A.  Do you or have you personally known any woman who you SUSPECT has been a victim of violence 
from a man she knows? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female  

 % % %  
Yes 32 25 39 s 
No 67 74 61 s 

Don’t know * 1 0  
Refused 0 0 0  

 
B.  Do you or have you personally known any woman who HAS BEEN a victim of violence from a man 
she knows? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female  

 % % %  
Yes 37 30 44 s 
No 63 70 56 s 

Don’t know * * *  
Refused 0 0 0  

 
 
C.  Do you or have you personally known any woman who HAS BEEN a victim of violence from a male 
stranger? 
SINGLE CODE 
 

 England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female  

 % % %  
Yes 16 15 17  
No 83 84 83  

Don’t know 1 1 0  
Refused 0 0 0  



Would you say that a woman SHOULD BE held responsible, should be PARTLY held responsible or 
should NEVER be held responsible if she is sexually assaulted or raped in the following circumstances? 
SITUATIONS A-G RANDOMISED 
 
A.  If she is drunk?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 11 11 11 

Should be partly held responsible 25 26 25 
Should never be responsible 62 62 62 

Don’t know 1 1 1 
Refused * 0 1 

 
 
B.  If she is out in public wearing sexy or revealing clothes?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 6 7 6 

Should be partly held responsible 20 18 21 
Should never be responsible 72 73 71 

Don’t know 1 2 1 
Refused * 0 1 

 
 
C.  If she does not clearly say NO to the man?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 10 8 11 

Should be partly held responsible 39 38 40 
Should never be responsible 48 50 46 

Don’t know 3 2 3 
Refused 1 1 1 

 
 
D.  If she is using drugs?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 15 15 15 

Should be partly held responsible 27 26 28 
Should never be responsible 56 58 54 

Don’t know 2 2 2 
Refused * * * 

 
 
E.  If she is flirting heavily with the man beforehand?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 10 10 11 

Should be partly held responsible 33 35 31 
Should never be responsible 55 53 58 

Don’t know 2 2 1 
Refused * 0 * 



 
F. If she is out walking alone at night?  SINGLE CODE 

 
England & Wales 

Total 
 

Male 
 

Female 
 

% % %  
Should be held responsible 4 5 3  

Should be partly held responsible 10 8 12 s 
Should never be responsible 84 86 83  

Don’t know 1 1 1  
Refused * * 1  

 
 
G.  If she works as a prostitute?  SINGLE CODE 
 

England & Wales 
Total 

 
Male 

 
Female 

% % % 
Should be held responsible 17 15 18 

Should be partly held responsible 30 32 28 
Should never be responsible 51 51 51 

Don’t know 1 1 2 
Refused 1 * 1 

 
 
 
SUMMARY TABLE: Would you say that a woman SHOULD BE held responsible, should be PARTLY held 
responsible or should NEVER be held responsible if she is sexually assaulted or raped in the following 
circumstances?   
 
 
England & Wales 

Should be held 
responsible 

Should be partly 
held responsible 

Should never be 
held responsible

 % % % 
A. If she is drunk 11 25 62 
B. If she is out in public wearing sexy or revealing 
clothes 6 20 72 

C. If she does not clearly say NO to the man 10 39 48 
D. If she is using drugs 15 27 56 
E. If she is flirting heavily with the man beforehand 10 33 55 
F. If she is out walking alone at night 4 10 84 
G. If she works as a prostitute 17 30 52 
 
 
 
 
 


